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“* There he (Viz. ADDINGTON) sits to receive the attacks of the new Confederacy, who are not strong 


« in numbers, but great in talents. 


He is a sort of outside passenger, oF rather, @ man leading the horses 


: . > P P > » P = nil x ! oh; 
“ yound a corner, Whie reins, and whip, aud all. are in the bands of the coachiman on the box! //oting 


“ at Mr. Pitt who sate above Mr, Addington). 
« ordinate Ministers kept their places. 


« strange division of parts is this :— Aristophanes tells a story somewhat in point. 


Wien the Ex Minister guitted othce almost all the subs 
How was this? The only way in which | can solve this 


He says, that 


“ Nycias sat so long in one posttre, (perhaps as long as the Ex-Minisrer sat on the Treasury Bench) 
“« that he adhered to the seat; so that when Hercules came to snatch him away, in a sudden jok,a 
* certain portion of his SITTING PART was Lert BEHIND HIM (Load lingiing)/——1 he House cam 


‘* make the al.usion.” 


Viz. Sueripan’s Speecs, May 14, 1802.—3re Register, Vol. IL, p. 1366 
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Inavuisiror. Letrer VI. 


July 30, 1803. 

Dear Sir, I know not whether, not- 
withstanding the espressions you have used 
to me about «hem, yeu may not heve found 
my letters so multiplied in number, and so 
lerge in size, as to render me rather a fa- 
tiguing correspondent. L rely, however, on 
your kindness, and hope you will excuse my 
being a little carried away by my subject; 
particularly as that subject has been nothing 
less than the defence of these kingdoms 
against the attacks of jacobin, regicide, 
France. I was first excited to take up the 
pen in order to give you some account of the 
measures adopted by government for the de- 
fence of the country, by bringing in the 
Army of Reserve Bill. My first letter, 
accordingly, contained some strictures 
on that measure; my second, detailed 
the alterations and improvements which it 
received as it passed through Parliament. 
Having thus commenced, I was led on to 
consider a little the wisdom and policy of 
the defensive system as now adopted by mi- 
Histers; and then to detail the plan of of- 
fence, which I, in such a case as the pre- 
sent, wouid recommend to be adopted, Per- 
haps my subject seems naturally to close at 
this place. I cennot, however, allow myself, 
afier troubling you so much, to release you 
without saying a word or two more on the 
subject of the defensive system adopted by 
ministers; and, as far as I can judge, ap- 
proved of by the country. And I do this 
the rather, as 1 hear buzzing all around me, 
exultations and congratulations at the spirit 
of the people, now roused and manifested. 
People every where now tell you, that En- 
giishmen have at last been roused to a sense 


host tanger, have a fall conviction of the 


hostile designs of the 
hatred and detestation 
consequence, th 
arms; to do—y 





in’ men may feel at the dis 


tacks, and to defend themselves. I remem- 
ber having somewhere read a story of a 
Spartan General distinguished for his cou- 
rage, who happened to seize a mouse; the 
little anima! by way of resistance, bit the Ge- 
neral’s finger, who smarting from the pain, 
opened his hand and released the mouse, ob- 
serving, “there was no animal, however 
‘ insignificant, to whom natare had not 
* given the means of defending itself, if it 
“‘ chose to use them.” TI really think this 
little anecdote is a pretty exact prototype of 
our present situation. By the Spartan Ge- 
neral is represented the raler of jacobin 
France: by the mouse, the people of this 
country ; who, atier having tried every pos- 
sible shift and contrivance to avoid the hos- 
tility of France, when there is no possibility 
of doing so, and there is an imminent pro 
bability of an immediate attack at home, 
are willing to whet their swords in order to 
give the invader a smart bite, which will 
compel him to retreat. The only thing as- 
sumed is the success of the plan. For my 
own part, I do not think it quite so clear, 
that if we once allow our enemy to reach us, 
he will be so easily compelled to let go 
his hold. But granting that point, the in- 
stance is correct. ‘The comparative sige, 
power, and unjust invasions of the rights of 
the mouse on the one hand; on the other, 
the meekness, timidity,and attempts to avoid 
and conceal itself, and at length, when noe 
thing else would do, the amazing spirit end 
courage placked up, and the tremendous wound. 
inflicted: ail this is correct; and I dare say, 
our spirited heroes, who are so gallantly 
coming forward for home defence, are all 
ready to exclaim, at the atrocious perfidy of 
this bullying general, and the wonderful and 
successful spirit of the mouse, [ certainiy 
shail be very sorry to impair the sensations 
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| | of internal satisfaction which these gentle- 


of their own 
antient s1o- 
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c,abny 


gieat appearance of courage or spirit. | 
think the story is in Enfield’s Extracts, a 
book which was given me a good many 
years ago, when I was at school, and, waich 
I have not vow by me; but, those of my 
readers who have , may refer to the anec- 
dote and see, wieiher or not I have truly 
given the exclamation of the 

neral. 
pecting Buonapart : 


* : } 411 te 
Spiriicea mouse: 
; . 


‘wounded ge- 

He did not cry out, (as we are ¢ 

to do) * What 
No, his exclamation 


: , . } - - 
was, * there 1 no animal, Lowe 


a brave 
ver insignife- 
‘* cant, to whom natare has not given the 
‘“ means of defending itself, if it chose to 
« wse them.” ‘Thus-too, | think. our con- 
duct, if successful, may be a good example, 
fhat no country, any more than any indivi- 
dual, is left without the means of defending 
itself; but that is by no means a proof either 
of spirit or of courage. For after all what is 
it, nothing more ror less than this; we say, 
s* Here is av enemy, in designs most viru- 
« Jent against us, in power most formidable, 


and whose dominion, it he is successful, 


will be the most grievous calamity. Not 
** a passing calamity of which we may hope 
ae 


soon to see an end, but an eternal slavery 
* accompanied with every aggravation 
ee 
** property, aud independence. We will do 
our utmost to prevent and avert this hor- 
* rible destruction; we will be well armed, 
‘© and well prepared; and, whenever the 
** enemy comes, we wil! do our best to re- 
* sist.” So did the mouse; it bit the ge- 
neral and escaped. It wished to avoid his 
destructive grasp, and perhaps, the tortures 
which were preparing for it; we do the 


game, we know how horrible those tortures 


will be; our wives and children ravished 


and murcered before our eyes, our houses 
pilaged, our churches ransacked and defiled, 
our persons exposed, to torments and to 


death; and we Daturally must resist the at- 


tacks of those who are preparing ail these 


things for us. ‘To neglect doing so, would 
not show so mucha waat of courage, as an 


absolute want of sense, and an imbecility of 


mind. ‘There is no one so fearful of pain, 
as notto be willing to submit to have a 


tooth pylied out, io order to avoid the pains 
» Of tooth-ache, There is no coward whb 
will not fight, rather than be put to death at 
Once, On these grounds, though I am very 


_ Willing to allow those gallant yolanteers for 
Ree dehease oi the merit of a propet sense ef 


the danger and of the calamities of French 


which can accompany loss of freedom, of 
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ry; but fer the sake of my country, I must 
tell them, that ncither in the behaviour of 
themselves, or of their prototype, dol s: 
more than the Spartan General did, any 
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dominion, J cannot admit, that as yet by 
their conduct, they have made aby démon- 
stration of € Xtraoramary courape and spirit. 


1 shal!, doubtless, be asked, in what case | 
could allow that the country did cCisp!sy 
these qualities. Why, I should allow it, 
when I see men upon due consideration of 
all the calamities which even an uasuccess- 
ful invasion by a Freneh army would bring 


upou the country, of the desirableness of 
preventing such an attempt, and of a pro- 
per horror at the idea. of even suffering a 
French army to put its foot on British Jaad, 
rising in great numbers, and offering their 
services. io go and destroy (he enemy in his 
own lurking holes. When every parish 
turns out a company of volunteers for gene- 
ral. service, then i shall admut, and -no one 
will be more ready to perceive, or more hap- 
py to admitit, that this country does dis- 
play a spint worthy of itself, and adequate 
to Ks dangers.——There is one thing, in 
which, I think, | may however unwilling!y, 
have the appearance of speaking uafairly or 
the country; and that is, when I speak of 
its not making any display of courage or ot 
spirit. Certainly I do not mean to s#y now, 
that it does make such a display; but the 
blame is net, Lihink, so much to be attributed 
tothe disposition of the country, as tothe ru- 
lers of it. I donot exempt it altogether from 
blame: by no means; but I think, that even 
if there had been a much greater portion of 
it in the country, than I believe to exist, the 
measures of adininistration have been such, 
as not only not to call it forth, and to give 
it activity and vigour, but, actually to weig’ 
it down and to preveot its manifesting ised. 
That government have a prodigious ii- 
fiuence on the popular mind, is, I think, 
perfectly undeniab'e, and perfectly proper. 
A notorions instance of its force was dis- 
played by the great cry raised in favour ot 
the Treaty of Amiens. All that influence 
has now been exerted to damp the 
ardour and check the spirit of the peop ©. 
If any one expressed a high sense of the 
danger, and called.on the government and 
the country to act in consequence, the dan- 
get to that ex ent was denied. If any me? 
suré Was proposed adequate to the emer 
gency, the person so proposing was rid’ 
culed as desponding, and blamed as ende?- 
vouring to dispirit the country. ‘Ibe object 
of all these tricks and mancuvres will be 
readily understood after you have read '!° 
conclusion of. my Jast letter. The efie' 
has been in the first instance (what was ¢* 
sited) to leave the present opinisters in quict 
possession of thtir places, end of their heads; 
in the second place, to reduce the count’ 
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to such a state in point of cnergy and in 
point of preparation, as to be compelled to 
look with hope to nothing better than the 
repulsion of the attacks and the defeat ot 
invading enemies, That the desire of pre 
serving their places, and the stiil more for- 
cble one of preserving their heads, 1s 
the cause of the measures thev have 
adopted, I must think, till Lam convinced 
that they really are so intolerably stupid as 
not to perceive, that fur de fence itself a purely 
defensive system is whoily inadequate, be- 
‘ond a very few months indeed, that it ts 
necessarily ruinous, and more and more 
ruinous in proportion as it is complete; and 
that while it throws you under al!"these dif- 
ficulties it gives to the enemy every advan- 
tage he can possibly desire. If he is not so 
impatient for our destruction as not to be 
able to wait a very few months to effect it, 
while he is preparing new means of attack, 
and new instruments of vengeance and 
cruelly wherewith to torture us, we, lik- 
able and indefatigable pioneers, are levelling 
every obstacle that may retard his progress, 
aud making the way to him easy and p'ea- 
sant.. We are exhausting our finances; we 
are burthening the country with enormous 
taxes; and these war-taxes too, that is. we 
are doing every thing to depress the people 
and make them dissatisfied with the war; 
we do nothing to enspirit or enliven them, 
but above all we hibit ihem to the idea 
of a French on; and some hitle no- 
tioa of French dominion too is already grow- 
ingap, and if the probability of admitting 
the one, of bearing the other, is bat once 
broached, then are we lost indeed. Of 
this, however, I will say nothing more at 
Present, but just to.ask, what would have 
been the sensations of the country some 40 
or ee years ago, if it had been told, that 
wita such a probabilicy as now exists of in- 
Vasion, Englishmen talked of nothing but 
armiog for home defence? And Jet me just 
Observe too, that a line of policy invariably 
pursued by the French, and hitherto suc- 
cessfully, has been to prepare the countries 
marked out as their victims, not only by 
ie secret and hidden workings-of their 
“nissaries, but by open and avowed decla- 
theretp ka eaten and yn that 
the iden; mitehe — ¢ ing familiarized to 
whes ae ius ave ‘less energy to resist, 
rauch for the wisd x pe aoe o 
the people in fille ie tb i oy vith “ 
Spect to offensive he mv ce. 
s clearly necessary fof our. fi ay «yg 
litary oifens y foP our safety. Of mi- 

<asive operations I can say nothing, 


AUGUST 13, 1803, 








bat with the enormous military power which 
France now possesses, | am convinced no 
military exertions, which this country can 
mike, will make much impression on her, 
unless they are aided by offensive operations 
of another sort, such as I described in my 
4th letter. From them, however, aided by 
military means, | have no scruple to repeat, 
that I should eritertain the most sanguine 
hopes of success —---I shal! now take leave 
of you, my good friend, concluding with 
the expression of a most earnest and serious 
that as we are | 9 nation 


hope, attacked by 


with the avowed intention of destroying our 
liberties and independence, joined to a sect 
whose avowed object is no Jess than the de- 
struction of the religion of Christ, of virtue, 
social order, moral principles, and civil society; 


so we wil unite in resistance to these united 
) 


enemics, every honouraole feeling, every 
virtuous principle, every patriotic sentiment 
that can belong or ought to belong to a 
Briton and a Christian; that we will avow 
as our object, on the one hand, the securing 
our own independence and safety, on the 
other, the establishment ona firm basis of 
the liberties of Europe and mankind, and 
the upholding that religion, under whose 
influence alone morality and virtue are 
established in “this world; and the good 
have a certain prospect of happiness beyond 
the grave. In sustaining such a cause no 
means but those of virtue and honour 
should be emplored, and those in the most 
open and avowed manner, as it would be 
disgraced if aided by any thieg contrary to 
them, soit ong to be supported by every 
thing consistent with them, by the labours 
and the arms of a!! the brave and loyal, 
and by the anxious wishes and prayers of 
the pious and good throughont the world, 
——{ am, Kc. &c. INQUISITOR. 
P.S. In reading over the former part of 
this letter, it has strnck me, that as the 
mouse, by means of its bite, escaped out of 
the hands of its captor; so people may 
argue, that to keep up the comparison this 
country has a right to expect similar safety. 
To this I reply, that though I think it pro- 
bable the comparison may not hold good in 
that particular; yet, admitting that it does, 
it by no means follows, that the mouse wis 
not caught the next day, and kept in spiie 
of itsteeth. Besides, I dare say, its sides 
were a litle sore ftom the grasp which it 
had received in the mean-time. Now it 
would be a curious speculation to calculate, 
ist, the degree of sufferance the mouse un- 
derwent on this occasion; and 2dly, by a 
rale of three, to find out what to this coun- 


‘ig would be an equal portion, In this 
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must certain!y (if strictness is resorted to) 
be taken into the account. On a rough 
calculation | should presume, that the com- 
plete ravaging of the counties of Kent, Sus- 
sex, Surry, and Middlesex, and the destruc- 
tion of all the property they contained might 
be about the mark. I. 





August 7, 1803. 
Sir, We humble politicians, who are not 
Members of Parliament, always look for and read 
with great avidity the accounts of the Dubates of 
the House of Commons, which find their way into 
the public prints. That the public, have a right 
thus io be informed of what ihese representatives 
are saying and dong, is a potnt which | am told, 
certatu members of that House are inclined to de. 
ny. Kut Teould observe, tothose persons, that if 
they do not look sharply about them, this nght 
will be established by presciiption, whatever the 
Stature Law or the Book of Orcers may say on the 
subject. Indeed, the House of Commons has 
within the last two months grown a little more te- 
nacious of thetr power; and has several times or- 
dered the gallery to be cleared; the object of those 
orders secmo to have been to prevent us from 
koowtog what might be the military statements of 
Col. Crawford, respecting the defence of the coun- 
try. Isuppose, by endeavouring to conceal these 
statements, it is meant to adept the hints con- 
tained in them, and act accordingly; which, 1 be- 
licve, no man who has ever heard ot Col. Crawford 
would regret, But to return; since these orders 
have been repeated two or three times, the rights 
of the public to be acquainted with the proceed. 
ings of the House seem to have extended them- 
selves; and what is still more extraordivary, the 
power of the House to conceal has in an equal de- 
greé diminished, For Lobserve, that though the 
gallery was cleared on Tuesday last, the 2d inst. 
we have in one or two papers on Thursday and 
lriday, a succinct account of the debates which 
then took place; nay, some of the gentlemen's 
speeches appeared at full length. 1 think this 
matter would be well worth the consideration of 
some public-spirited member of the House; and 
that this etiquette between the Parhament and the 
public should at least be setthd on some fim ba 
sis. Ia the mean time, if these debates and speech- 
es are to be published, | presume it is allowable 
to comment on such publications, and it is wih 
this view, Mr. Coobett, that I now take up my 
pen to address you.——In the Morning Pest of 
Friday last, the sth, you will nad in a speech at- 
tributed to Mr. Sheridan, and meent as a re ply to 
Mr. Windham, an attempt to aflix to the letter 
gentleman the ch ge of attempting constantly, to 
discourage and to dishearien the country. ‘ First,” 
stys Mr. Sheridan, “ to promote exertion in every 
“ sudividual as if upon him alone depended the 
** salvation of the state, you are to assure them 
Br that the country is lost, unless one specified in- 
dividual ts the minister.”” Now, | rather think 
there is some mestake here; for, if my menory 
does Hot pay me an vevrnal trick in this inerance, 
iver pm@uch deubt Mr. Windham’s ewer 4 
send 1 $i ane the More $0, as I really cannot 
mow say, whether by that individual is supposed 
tc aeialint nightie AL, 
ave spoken of Mr. Pitt in 
that way; Lot, ¢ doubt much chat Mr W. has 





saving 
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ever done so; espcciaily, as their opinions on the 
subject of the Peace ot Amiens, (the grand pont 
of Mr. W’s dissent from the measures of niinis- 
ters,) were so diametrically opposite. 1 rather 
think the Morning Pest, instead of the words, 
“ one specified individual t” should have san 
“ certain specified individuals «ie nut,” anc thea, 
I verily believe, that however talre an ol ject way 
be aitsibutcd co the sentiment, the sentiment itse!! 
is such, as that very few persons in the cou try 
will choose positively to deny, however unwilling 
they may be to act upto it. But Mr, Wis xc- 
cused of saying this in order te promote excr- 
« tion” if it is Meant to be said that it has a con- 
trary effect, that I deny, but, | deny that 1 is said 
in order to promote exertion. Mr. W. hes in 
other places, and at other times, used the Janguace 
fit and proper to promote cxe ‘tion; this is on y 
meant to point out one of these objects to which 
that exertion ought to be directed, viz. io cast the 
ministers from their places; | shou!d go on to say 
for myself, and to punish their cr mes; hcsinning 
with the first visit made by Lord tlawkesbury to 
the Commissary for French prisoners, ana encing, 
probably, atthe last act of their admicistianen. 
But it will be saic, this is mot a ume to do this 
work; this same Mr. Sheridan is reported op ano- 
ther occasion to have saia, “ Do net tell me who 
** is minister, but where is the encmy.”” ‘There is 
a certain specious air of public spirit in this; but 
itis specious only, and the thing is really so toel- 
ish, that 1 could scarcely have credited that any 
M.P. would have used such an argument. How 
does it stand? ‘The persons who wish to oust m- 
nisters, are of course, those who have ncithera good 
opioion of them, nor confidence in their abilities, 
judgment, courage, activity nor wisiom. Ihvy, 
therefore, wish to get nid ot them; but Mr. S. says, 
no, the enemy is at the door, think of that; but ac 
first diive them back, and then let us talk about 
the ministers. This may be very weli for himsc!t 
and others, who have lately learnt to find the pre- 
sent ministers the best, the wisest, the most aciive 
and constitutional ministers, that ever ruled in this 
country ; butthat at present is nothing tothe pur- 
pose; for he is using this argument as against 
persons, who think them the most weak, impotent, 
absurd, and base; andavho of course have no cov- 
fidence in them, would be sorry to be directed by 
them at any period, but most of all at atime of 
danger and peril. ‘The argument only goes, there- 
fore, to thoce who wish to cust them on account 
of their inability, and will really stand thus. 
*€ ‘The ministe:s are the most incapable that ever 
** were, and by their incapacity have brought this 
country into the greatest peril that ever chreat- 
ened it, still let them occupy their places and 
continue to rule.” This is really the argument, 
and is so absurd, thet hink even Mr. S$. himse!t 
must be sensible of the foliy of it. Jf he is not, ict 
him consider for one minute, what the conse: 
quence of it is; vig. the greater the imability of 
ony minister, and the greater the peril with which 
he brings the country, the jess inclined ought the 
House of Commons to be to paoish him. For | 
Uely amy man to produce «a argement in suppe'! 
of that much eulogized sentence, “ Let us ca sider 
“ pot who the minister is, but where is the ent- 
‘“ my,” which does not rest upon the magnitude 
of the peril, which in its turn depends on the in+- 
dilty Ot the ministers, and which argument, tl cre> | 
fore, wil be the stronper, the greases the per! i 
er which is uve same thing, the more incapable the 
mifistess, auly, says Mr. S. ‘to inepize the peep? 
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« witha high idea of maintaining their honour 
‘ und dignity, you are to assure them that since 
« the accuts-d ‘peace of Amiens, thev have nei- 
« ther honour nor dignity left to contend for; that 
& thevhave touched the base string of humility; that 
they have received kicks innumerable on the 

© seat of honour; that they have irretrievab:y dise 
‘ oraced their ancestors, aad must inevitably be 
«“ the scorn of their posterity. This is the argu- 
« ment to taise a Bobie spirtt in delence of cha- 
* preter and honour.’—Here again as before, the 
curstion must be begzed, viz. that the treaty has 
had the consequences here mentioned, Mr. W. 
thinks it has, and therefore, can only act and 
speak consistently with that opimion, Having 
therefore, that opinion, I really think. that to 1e- 
pre-eot it in the strongest possible light 1s the 
very best and most likely way ® to an-spire them 
‘ with a high idea,” not “ of maintaining,” but 
ot recovering “ their hoaour and dignity.” Mr. 
\Wthiaks it is bests it 1s therefore, not to be 
maintained, but to be recovered; but, Mr. S. says, 
ia order to make them recover it, you must by no 
means tell them that itis lost. Why, pray? for- 
south, for tear they should be dispirited, and in- 
steal of exerting themselves to recover it, should 
sitdown contented under the loss. Mr. W.on 
the other haad, in a forcible manner, says to the 
penpie of England. “ By ro fault of yours, but 
* by the measures of weak and wicked ministers, 
«iu whom you have placed a mistaken confi- 
** dence, your honour has been betrayed, and your 
“ dignity sacrificed; you have had repeated in- 
“sults and injuries offered to you, which have 
* lowered yout the eyes of the present age, and 
“ will disgrace you in the opinion of posierity, 
“* unicss, now at length, you betake your:eives to 
** such measures as will show, that you have lost 
‘* nothing of your ancient spirit, courage, and va- 
“tour, aad that you are still worchy of the high 
** name you formerly bore.””. Which, I ask, which 
of the above seniiments is honourable, and which 
is insulting to the coantry? But Mr. Sheridan pro- 
ceeds, thirdly, to encourage the martial hopes 
“* of the nation, knowing that you have but a very 
limited force of the line, and that it is abso- 
lately impossible to increase it by any force 
that has experienced actual service: you are to 
endeavour to make ita matter of demonstration 
that all efforts of militia, yeomanry, and volun- 
teer corps, will be perfectly izefficient and con- 
temptible, when opposed to the experienced 
and disciplined armies which alone France will 
bring ino this country. This is to inspire a 
mattizl confidence in three-fourths of ali the 
force we have to resist the enemy.” And then 
Bees on to his fourth attack as follows; fourthly, 
in Order to create a patriotic devotion in all 
ranks of people to offer their purses and persons 
tothe disposal of the government, you are to 
assure them that every deposit either of wealth 
at Pa. placed in such hands, is not only a 
" es prstieee of the resources of the country, 
aoe ise ievous deposit placed in hands ut- 
« SUy incapable of applying thei to any bene- 
tegetah aie ~ yh coms two last I shall consider 
puiniiies’a ec oe ae the same general ar- 
shames inet ly = - In the first place, I will 
the line of condu t M Ww oe ana pai ae 
Public life, te c new ws has always pursued in 
Pet), the heeereoend he agrees with me in that 
» She Husiness of a mentber of parliament is 
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ridan,-will doubtless agree with me, that he would 
be betraying his trust, if he any ways soughe by his 
conduct tn Parliament to curry favour with a mi- 
nister or at court; and I confess, that for my own 
part, Lcan see no difference in his behaviour, if 
the object be favour with the multitude and po- 
pular applause. The Parliament I have always 
looked upon as the great council of the nation. 
The good of the nation, the end to be pursued by 
the members, the counsellors. 1 have always been 
taught toc, to believe, that a counsellor only did 
his duty properly, when he gave the advice in his 
mind best calculated to promote the object fur 
which his advice was asked, without at all attenc- 
ing to aay ulterior considerations ; such as whe- 
ther it was most palatable, most agreeable, most 
flattering to the teelings of chose whe asked the ad- 
vice or not, According to this doctrine, I really 
think, that a member of parliament would but 
betray his trust, it he really thinking that the 
inilitiay yeomanry, and volunteer corps, were not 
fit troops to be opposed to the experienced, dis- 
ciplined armies of France, he should omit to urge 
that opinion in Parliament. The question is not 
whether or not they aie fit; the question is, 
whether Mr, W, thinking them unfit, ought or 
ought not to say so. .Mr. S. says no, lest he 
should damp the martial hopes of the country. 
The orders of the House say, what is spoken in 
debate in the House, shal! noc be made public; 
how then can he urge in the House, that what is 
so spoken will damp the hopes of the country ? 
Are the orders of the House disobeyed? hen 
should Mr. S. insist on these orders being punce 
tually executed, The effect imputed to Mr, 
W’s speeches may be a very good argument to 
make him do that, but can be no argument at all, 
why Mr. W. should betray his trust, and not 
speak his mind, The real tact ts, that the House 
have now gotten imto an awkward predicament 
trom having suffered their debates to be made pub- 
lic. Every body feels how awkwardly situated 
the Privy Council, for instance, would be, if cheir 
consultatious were hawked about in the streets, or 
the public papcrs, and opinions therem given, 
comment¢d upon, replied to, argued, refuted, con- 
tradicted, &c. in every Gazette in Europe. The 
same reasoning applies, though, perhaps, with 
somewhat less force to the consultations of Par- 
liament. ‘The House of Parliament are composed, 
the one of the hereditary, the other of the elecied 
counsellors of the King; and are accountable for 
their counsel to none but to God and their coua- 
try. These houses have unwarily suffered a tri- 
bunalto erect itself over them; which, though it 
begins to be troublesome, has as yet no authority; 
and to whose proctedings, as they are able to do 
it, I chink they would be wise if they put an im- 
mediate stop. Mr. $. does not feel in this case, 
that it is at all proper for such arguments as Mr. 
W’s, to be urged at all; but he will not deny, that 
other people may think them such; andif so, at 
jeast he will grant me, that those who think so, 
should be allowed to urge them without being re- 
proached on the one hand, and without damping 
the hopes of the country on the other. ——1 think, 
I have now pretty well shown the absurdity of 
these attacks of Mr. Sheridan’s. With respect to 
the opinious given, they were not at all in dispute, 
the question is merely, whether these opinions ex- 
isting in the breast of Mr. Windham, he is or is 
not justified in urging them. Some of the opinions 
themselves, 1 may, perbaps, take some future op- 
portunity of cxamining, and J doubt not, that | 
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shali be able to show, that any atiacks made on 
them are as iittle justifiable, as the attack now 
made on Mr. W. for meiely stating (hem. 
lam, yours, &e, ANNIBAL. 
ee ee eee 
EricraM. 


In Richmond's shades the Premier sat, 

Discoursing o%r his wine; 
- & What name, dear Hiley, shall we give 

* To this sweet place of mine?” 

A wicked wag the question heard 
Behind a neighb'ring tree ; 

“ Cail it, dear Dacjor”! straight he cried, 
The Vitia Meopici.” 


Anti-medicus. 





FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Letter from Lieut. Gen, Mortier, Comm. der in Chief 
of the French Army in Hanover, to the Minister of 
War. 
Hea “quarters, Hanover, Fi y2t, 1303. 
Citizen Minister—i cannot but commend the 
order and good faith which have distinguished the 
Hanoverian army. Fourteen thousand musquets 
of different calibres, with all the necessary accou- 
tremeats, 80 pieces of cannon, and 3268 cavalry 
horses are at this moment in our possess’on. I 
add to this, a copy of the stipulations with the Ha- 
noverian army. It is engaged not to serve against 
France or her allies, until exchanged against an 
equal number of French prisoners made by Eag- 
land. = Three hundred of the finest horses have 
been selected for the cavalry of the guard, The 
Hanoverian horses are handsome, and of a good 
buped, but they suffered in some degree at Lauen- 
burgh, through the want of forage. All the French 
artillery taken in the war of 1756 and the follow- 
ing years, is now on its way to France. Eighty 
flat bottomed boats are about to be constructed on 
the Elbe and the Weser.——A Russian flotilla is 
attived at Rostock, a port belonging to Mechlen- 
berg. {t consists of a vessel of 74 guns, three fri- 
ares and eleven sloops or gallies. The Rugsian 
eet is generally seen with pleasure in a state of 
action, as it may prevent the scene before Copen- 
hagea being renewed ; for it is impossible chat a 
measure so arbitrary and so contrary to very 
mee as that which England has adopted ia 
lockading the Elbe and the Weser, not only 
aguinst French vessels, but against those of ail 
nations, should not rouse the indignation of all in 
Europe, who are alive to the honour and sove- 
segniy of nations. —— Health and respect, 


kp. Moriier. 








DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PA PERS, 
Chrowlar Letter fiom Lord Hebart to the Lord Lieutenants 


of Counties. 
Sg July 3°, TEo2. 
My Loro,——In obedicace to his ; 
» Uhave the honour to transm 
ed copy of the Act “to 
“ a an Act passed 
“ arliament,intituled, * An Act.to enable his 
: Majesty more effectually to provide for the De- 
e fence and Security of the Realm, during the pre- 
= seut War, and for indemnifying Persons who 
: may suffer in their Property by such Measures 
‘ ~ orig Hecessary tor that purpose; and to 
ena aay more piwally amd spcedi- 


Majesty's 
it a print- 
amend and render more 
in the present Session 
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“ec > . oe bi ¢ > + rd d rhe j eT 
ly to exercise bis ancient and undoubted pier: . 

“ gative in requiring the Military Services of his 


“ jiege subjects incase of invasion of the Realm,” 
and to direct your Lordship to take immediaic 
measures for carrying the provisions of it into ef- 
fect m the county of Sussex.—In adverting to the 
2gth clause o the Act, your Lordship wii! ob. 
serve, that, in order.to prevent the delay, whieh 
must necessarily arse, if the trang and exercise 
in the resp. ctive counties should be protracted un- 
til che several returns of ihe didlercent. classes r:- 
quired by the Act have heen compicted, pro- 
vision has been made by Parliament that a certaia 
proportion may be trained in the first instance, 
andi have it-in command from his Majescy two 
direct that the proportion should not be less than 
six times the amount of the Militia ordered to be 
raiscd under the forty second of the King, exclu- 
sive of the Supplementa:y quota.—— I he Officer 
ja the command of the District will be directed to 
furnish your Lordship with a plan of instrucnons 
for Drill and Exercise, which will be recommended 
for general adoption.——-With a view to the fur 
ther progress of this important measure, if is Lic 
decided opinion of his Majesty's confidential Ses 
vants, that, in all places where Voluntecr Corps 
can be formed, upon such conditions as his Ma- 
jesty shall approve, it would be desirable that 
every encouragement should be given for feat 
purpose; such an arrangement being calculated 
to concentrate the force, to promote the conve- 
nience of the public, and to render it unnecessary 
to have recourse to the compulsery clauses of the 
Act.——It can scarcely be necessary for me to 
point out to your Lordship the difficulty of issuibg 
Arms from his Majesty’s stores for the extensive 
training and exercise required under this Act, 
without material injury to the other essential 
branches of his Military Service; I must there- 
fore, earnestly recommend to your Lordship to re- 
sort te the zeal and public spirit of the imbabi- 
tants of the county under your charge, for the 
purpose of procuring a retuin of the aris 'n their 
possession, in order that, with their consent, they 
may for a time be applied to the service of the 
country, and that your Lordship wou!d take mea 
sures for distributing them in the manocr that 
may appear to you most conducive to the 3 jae 
view; twenty-five firciocks being considered suth- 
cient for the purpose ef drijling one hundred m¢ne 
This information will materially assist Goverd- 
ment in forming the necessary arrangements with 
a view to such a further supply of arms as circur 
stances may require. Your Lordship will oe 
sensible that the effect of this Act must in a great 
degree depend upon the activity and exert 7 
which are applied in carrying the provisions of } 
into execution; and I am pxrsuaded that in a con- 
juncture like the present your Lordship will expe 
rience the most zealons co-operation and assist- 
ance from the gentlemen of the county of Suss¢t 
as well as from individuals of every description — 
The object of the Act is to obtain such a force, ™ 
addition to that which has already been sastaga , 
as may enablehis Majesty to avert or frustrate t ; 
attack with which this country is threatened, a0 
by combining economy with vigour, to continue 
the contest so long as it may be necessary fort 
honour and security of the British Empire. 
Your Lordship will understand that this commu- 
nicateen is made under the impression of the ve 
pediency af establishing a Volantary Force, to ~ 
extent now proposed, upon the allowances spe 
fied im the printed regulations transmitied 12 
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course of this rear, and Iam persuaded that in 

the offers for service when your Lordship will be 
called ppon to submit for his Majesty's accep- 
tance, fresh proofs will be afforded of the lilse- 
rali:y and public spirit which have been so justly 
excited by the inordinate ambition and avowed 
intentions ef the encmy. 1 have the honour to 
be, &e. &e. &c. : Hosart. 

lo the Lord Lieutenant ef the C.unty of Sussex. 

Jd. tress from the Lard Lieutenant ¢f Sussex 10 the Noli 
Livy Gentlemen, and other Inhabitants of the Cuunty. 
In obedience to the directions of the foregoing 

letter, and of the Act of Parliament thescin refer 

red to, I lose no time in most earnestly recom- 
mending to the Nobility and Gentlemen of the 

Couuty of Sussex, to promote offers for raising 

Volunteer Corps, in al! places where they can be 

formed, upon such conditions as his Majesty shall 

approve, such arrangement being calculated to 
conceatrate the force, to promote the convenicace 
of the public, and to render it unnecessaryto have 
recourse to the compulsory clauses of “the Act. 
These Corps furnishing as much as possible their 
owa arms, or such as the zeal and public spirit of 
their neighbours having io their possession such 
as may be fic fonthis purpose, may supply them 
with, twenty-five firelocks being considered sufli- 
cient by Government, in the frst instance, for 
drilling one hundred men, and as it is deemed in- 
expedient to establish a voluntary force to the cx- 
tent now proposed, upon the lowances specified 
in the printed regulations that were transmitted 
iu the course of this year, it is on the liberality 
aad public spirit of the County that I must, and 

do, contidently rely, for such offers of service as 1 

shall have to submit for his Majesty’s acceptance. 

—lIl am forthwith directed, and request from the 

zeal of the imhabitants, a return of such arms (fit 

for Volunteer Corps) as may be in their: posses- 

“100, in order that, with their consent they may 

for a time be applied to the service of the coun- 

Mi, Wien ee pleased to send opch returns to 

Central re is, at Horsh am, the Clerk of the 

ings of the Licutenaacy.—We have 
every teason to be thankful for this Act, referred 

a neve ‘etter, which, with a just atten- 

vidas P vii Geconomy and withour taking indi« 

visuals from their necessary avocations, or sud- 

Jecting them to further burthens, is so well calcn- 

scaing atten tho” ever so powerful, by 

pebeashe as 0s people in their own defence, aud 
fer, te ey “fle. 48 1S expressed 10 ihe above let- 
gree depend . a of this Acc must in a great ae 
are applied Ming a the activity and exertion which 
executidas 4 carrying the provisions of it into 

Gus . am persuaded with bis Mejesty’s 

crament, that, in a conjuncture like the pre- 
sent, J shall experi J e the pre 
ration and ar taaiyr the mosc zealous co ope- 
coudty, as well ae trom the gentlemen of this 
scription hpit od rom individuals of every de- 
may remain ca shi ~ add, that. no effort that 

10 ginbietihes eg o , shall ever be wauting 

county, oF to sesise Zeal and exertions of this 

‘ope to be useful fo it tele Bigeye ge 
those seatiments whi ih hve ta Uy bece oo titty 
expressed in the Siete a lately been so fully 
this county to his ‘va aod unanimous.address of 
ahs Genie Majesty, on the present state of 

y-———I have the hgnour to be, &e. &c. 


Wiisehall Magus: 2, 1803. 
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Ricumona, &c. 
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Ciréular Letter from the Admiralé} te the Canmander’ of 
Fencible distri¢ts, wet 
Admiaalty-Ofice, August 6, 1803. 

Sir, My Lords Commissioners of the Ad. 
mitral v being desirous of obtaining the best pos - 
sible information respecting the Coasts of this 
Kingdom” I have it in command from their Lorde 
ships to signify their direction to you; to proceed 
a'ong that part of the coast within the limits of 
the district under your command, ‘and, having 
made a careful examination thereof, to lose no 
time ia transmitting to me, for their Lordships’ in- 
formation, a particular and circumstantial account 
ot such situations as may appear to you to bh: 
most exposed to the landing of an enemy—the dif- 
ficulty or easiness of access thereto—with your re- 
matks upon the winds which may occesion more 
or less surf epon that part of the coast—and also, 
with what winds, and in what place or places, 2 
landiag may be effected by boats, with the tide 
most suitable for that purpose.——You are, atthe 
same time, to point out’ such parts;of rhe coast 
withia your district as may be rendered by nature 
dificult of approach ; and to make such other ob- 
éervations relative io the Crecks and Rivers, with- 
in the said limits, as may be necessary for their 
Lordships’ information. 
I am. Sir, &c. &e, 

Commanding the Fencible 

District, Ee. Ee. 

CIRCULAR .—Déwuing-Sirect, Aug's % 1802. 

My Lorpo, —In my letter of the 2eth ult. I signi- 
fied to your grace the opinion of His Majesty's 
confidential servants, that it would be inexpe- 
dient to establish a volunteer force to the extenc 
proposed under the Act of the 43d of the King, 
cap. 96, upon the allowances sp<cifed ia the 
printed regulations; and although in many tn- 
stances the persons forming new corps have inti- 
mated their intention of putting the government 
tono expense, it conld not be expected, however 
liberal and public-spirited the disposition of indi- 
viduals may be, that sueh an yrrangement woubl 
become gencral.—I am, therefore, in obedience 
to His iMajesty’s commands, to acquaint your 
grace, that volunteer corps of. Infintry, to be 
established in conformity to the provistons of 
the before recited act, will be at iiberty to draw 
the followiog allowances:—Twenty shillings per 
man for clothing once in every three years, and 
one shilling per day for twenty days exercise with 
in the year; provided such an allowance be not 
diawn for any exercise on a Sunday, nor for any 
miap exercising on a week day, who shal! not also 
have been trained on the preceding Sunday, unless 
prevented by illoess, or such other cause as shal 
be deemed satisfactory by the commanding officcr 
of the corps, and certified accordingly --in addi 
tion to thesé allowances your grace will observe, 
that every person belonging to the respectuve corps 
raised under the said act, will be entitled, if called 
cut into actual service, to the several sum» speci- 
fied-in the soth and Goth clauses thercof—The 
necessity of the earliest attention being given to 
the training and exercise is so generally felt, that 
I am persusded your grace’s instructions for that 
purpose will have their due weight, and that they 
will be framed with a proper regard, as far as is 
consistent with the urgency of the present cone 
juacure, to local cirewmstances, and to the course 
vf iodustry and cukivation wishinshe county of 
Sussex.—1 am further to acquaint your grace, 
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that no allowance will be made for clothing and 
appointments to any persons who may, trom this 
time, enter into the yeomanry corps; but as by 
the gust clause of the act it is provided, that any 
person who shall repair on horseback, properly 
mounted, armed and accoutred, at his own ¢x- 
pence, may serve in any regiment or corps of ca- 
valry, and shall not be compelled to serve mn any 
Kcgiment or corps of infantry, 1 am to signily 
His Majesty's pleasure, that the corps of yeo- 
maory already established should be permitted 
to reccive individuals so mounted, armed and 
accoutred, into their several corps, or that sepe- 
rate corps of yeomanry may be formed of the 
persons so willing to serve, provided that no addi- 
tional charge, under the head of contingencies, is 
brough: upon government beyond that which is 
au'horised by the existing regulations.—I have the 
howour to be, &e. HOBART. 


Ps 





INTELLIGENCE. 

Foreiton. — Early in last February a 
great battle was fought, in the East, be- 
tween the army of the King of Cochin 
China, and that of the King of Tonquin. 
The action continued for three days, and, 
after the slaughter of 20,000 men, termi- 
nated in favour of the King of Tonquin. 
The King of Cochin China is supported by 
the Emperor: and the King of Burmah, 
having assembled a Jarge force, sent a deputa- 
tion to Langione to induce the King of Laos 
to join the league against the Cochin Chi- 
nese.—Mana Ibrahim, the Turkish robber, 
whose appearance on the frontiers of Wal- 
Jachia had spread such terror throughout the 

rovince, has been attacked in his rear by 

arpenik Oglou, a rival bandit, and been 
compelled to retire into Moldavia.—'The 
new French Envoy, Cardinal and Arch- 
bishop Fesch, arrived at Rome on the Ist of 
Jast month; and a public consistory was 
held on the 7th, when he took the custom- 
ary oath as Cardinal, and received, from 
the hands of the Pope, the symbols of his 
dignity. — A squadron is fitting out, at 
Venice, to protect the Austrian trade in 
the Adriatic, against the pitates who infest 
that sea.—M,. Karpotf late secretary of le- 
gation to the Russian embassy at the Court 
of the King of Sardinia, has departed for 
Naples, where he will reside as Chargé d'Af- 
faires in behalf of the Emperor.—A very 
neral i ot of men, for both the 
and aud sea services, hasbeen made through- 
out the kingdom of Spain.— The First Con- 
sul is now on his return to Paris, where, it 
4s thought, he will remain but a short time; 
 ~and then set oat on a tour to Brittany.—It 
e is ssid that M. Schimmelpenniock, lately 





Tee mG some very important office j 
_ . Batavian Republic. aii aire 








or at the Court of London, will ; 





Domestic.— The tumulis which lately 
disturbed Ireland have subsided; and, al- 
though the examinations which daily take 
place, Bring to light some new ramifica- 
tions of the conspiracy, yet there is reason 
to believe that the measures which govern- 
ment is now enforcing in that country will 
prevent any immediate rebellion. Military 
law has been declared, and, in several parts, 
the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act 
has been proclaimed, and, the yeomanry 
ordered on permanent duty. More of the 
conspirators are constantly apprehended, and 
a reward of £50 each has been offered for 
the first hundred persons who may be dis- 
covered to have been engaged in the insur- 
rection of the 23d of July. — On Sunday 
last, the inhabitants of Portsmouth and its 
vicinity were alarmed at the appearance of 
a strange fleetin the Channel. The most 
active measures for defence were immedi- 
ately began: the troops hastened to the 
beach, and the sea fencibles were instantly 
embarked. But, in the midst of all this zea!- 
ous preparation, it was discovered that the 
cause of their terror was a fleet of Coasters 
and Americans.—On the 8th instant, a mo- 
tion was brought forward, in the House of 
Peers, by the Ear) of Suffolk, for the ap- 
pointment of a military council, and, after 
some discussion, was negatived without a 
division. On the 10th, after a long debate, 
the thanks of the House of Commons were 
voted, on the motion of Mr. Sheridan, to the 
volunteers who had come forward in defence 
of the kingdom. ‘The Hon. Mr. Hatch- 
inson brought forward a motion in the 
House of Commons, on the J 1th, for in- 
formation respecting the late rebellion in 
lreland, and the present state of that coun- 
try; this motion after a long debate was 
negatived. On the 12th His Majesty went 
in state, to the House of Peers, and pro- 
rogued Parliament to Thursday the sixth of 
October next. 

M:ititary.—QOn the 3d of July Gen. St. 
Cyr left Naples, where he had been received 
with the most distinguished respect, to join 
that part of the Gaillo-Italian army of ob- 
servation, which is stationed in the pro- 
vince of Apuglia. A large division still 
remains in the Abrozzos, and an additional 
force of 80,000 men is on its march.—Gen. 
Mortier states, in a letter to the minister 
of war, that the French army in Hanover 
is in good condition; that 14,000 mus- 
kets, 80 pieces of artillery, and 3,868 horses 
belonging to the Hanoverian troops are if 
its possession; and that preparations are 
making on the Elbe‘and the Weser, for coa- 
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structing 80 flat-bottomed boats, for the 
‘nvasion of England.—In some of the Ger- 
man Gazettes, it is stated that 5,000 French: 
troops are to be sent into Minden; that’ 
1<,000 are on their march, by Zwoll, Mep- 
pen, and Haselune, to Vechte, whither 
10,000 more are to follow; thata powerful 
division has been ordered to occupy the 
Duchy of Bremen; and that a strong camp 
will be formed near Cuxhaven.—The pre- 
ecnt regular force in Ireland, comprizes 
the 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 21st, 32d, 30th, 
38th, 44th, 45th, 40th, 50th, 56th, 5Sth, 
62d, O7ih, Zlst, 72d, 79th, 82d, Sgth, 
goth, O3d, and QOth Regiments, and 
Queen's German Regiment, four Garrison 
Battalions, several Corps of Horse and Foot 
Artillery, the 2d and 4th Dragoon Guards, 
the 3d, 12th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 21st 
Light Dragoons. The Garrison of Dublin 
consists of the 2ist, 32d, and 62d Regi- 
ments of, Dragoon Guards, and 161th Light 
Dragoons, and Cavan Militia. In addition 
to this force, government is now employed 
in sending considerable reinforcements from 
England. 

Navat.—On the 28th of May, Captain 
Satton, in the Victory, captured the French 
trigate !'Ambuscade, of 32 guns and 187 
men; thirty days from Cape Francois and 
bound to Rochfort. On the 28th of June, 
Capt. De Patron, in the Alarm, captured 
the French schooner La Legere, of 14 brass 
ewivels, 2 brass 4-pounders and 36 men; 
bound from Roch fort to Senegal. On the 16th 
July, Capt. Paget, in the Endymion, cap- 
tured the French Store-ship L’ Ardour, of 
40 gans; bound from Martinique to Roch- 
fort. On the 24th Capt. Hainond, in the 
Plantagenet, captured the French privateer 
Le Courier de Terre Neuve, of 4 guns and 
59 men, nine days from Abreverack. On 
en Capt. Hamond. also captured the 
phe pots se: L’Atalante, of 22 guns 
On the agente days from Bourdeaux, 
mst ay, Capt. Fleming, in the 
tke. captured the French brig 
Pa 16 guns and 90 men, bound 
ingles oe mo to L Orient.—Letters from 
ake “an t Lord Nelson, immediately 
piotgan ana at Malta, took measures to 
se iaaianaenl 2 aoe with Sicily, and 
the Archipel ¢ two channels leading from 
Lovddhiess 1 ago and the Adriatic, His 

ip, mm the Amphion frigate, joined 
the Mediterranean fleet off Toul 
Sih ult. The “- off Toulon on the 
command Ara ren, then under his 
Sir R. ecsorey pe the Kent, 74, Adm. 
gal, 60, Ad and Capt. O'Bryen; Done- 
= m. Sir R. J. Sirachan; Superb, 


‘Keats; Triumph, 74, Capt, Sir R. 








Barlow; Monmouth, 64, Capt. Hart; Gi- 


_braltar, 80, Capt. Ryves; Agincourt, 64, 


Capt. Briggs; Belleisle, 74, Capt. Whitby; 
Renown, 74, Capt. White; the Medusa, 
Amphion, and Termagant frigates ; and the 
Weasel brig: the Victory and Capt, Camp- 
beli, were daily expecred to join them, 
They were constantly within two miles of 
the enemy’s flcet, which consisted of nine 
sail of the line, and five frigates. 








SUMMARY OF POLITICS, 


Vote or THanks TO THE VOLUNTEER 
Corrs.—This is, perhaps, at once the most 
foolish and the most fatal measure that 
ever was adopted even by the present mi- 
nistry. Ofthe motives, from which it was 
brought forward and from which was con- 
sented to by the ministers I shall speak by- 
and-by: at present I beg the reader to fol- 
low me through a few observations on the 
debate, to which the motion gave rise, and 
on the effect, which its adoption will pro- 
duce. Mr. SHeripan, who made the 
motion, stated, amongst other things, that 
Volunteer Corps, were the matural force of 
the country, a force the most congenial to the 
constitution, a force Jess likely to be corrupted 
than a regular army, and that, the persons 
composing the Volunteer Corps now exist- 
ing, having come forward in so patriotic and 
gallant manner, merited the thanks of the 
Parliament. Mr. Windbam was willing 
to join in commending the zeal of those 
persons who had enrolled themselves in Vo- 
lunteer Corps, but he disliked the vote of 
thanks, because such a vote was premature ; 
it was to thank men before they bad done 
any thing more than to obey the law and to 
seek their own preservation; it was to 
render cheap that which had long been re- 
garded as one of the highest honours; it 
was to make an invidious distinction be- 
tween the regular army and the volunteers ; 
and, it was to give such a sanction to the 
system of Volunteer Corps as would nullify 
all the provisions lately made for the pur- 
pose of obtaining a more efficient force, 
and for infusing into the people a martial 
spirit. Mr. Wirgerrorce, Mr. Wit- 
LIAM SmitH, and Coroner CrauFurD, 
expressed their objections to the motion 
upon grounds similar to those taken by Mr. 











‘WinpuaMm. Lord Hawxespury, spesk- 


ing for the ministry, approved of the mo- 
tion, not because'‘the volunteers bad done 
any thing worthy of thanks (for he express- 
ly stated, that they hade only obeyed the 
law), but because the yote was “ founded 
in a wise policy,” not because the persons, 
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who were the objects of praise, had per- 
formed any gallaut achievement, bur be 
cause “the circumstances of the times requir- 
* ed such a stimulusto action,” and be- 
Cause, in case of future invasions, ‘* poste 
“rity might have tbe benefit of example.” 
Mr. Suv&ipan, in exercising his pri- 
vilege of replying, charged Colonel Crau- 
furd, whom he called the “ Regular Colo 
nel,” with having said, that the volunteers 
ought not now to be thanked, because the 
Regulars were not thanked for their con- 
duct during the matiny, and drew a con- 
clusion, that the greatest merit, which the 
Colonel appeared to be able to attribute to 
his favourite sort of troops, consisted in their 
not having merited an ignominious death, 
This having been pretty correctly stated by 
the newspaper publishers, who have takei 
care to leave out the explanation of Colone! 
Craufurd, it isa duty incumbent upon me, 
who heard the debate, to convey, to my 
readers at least, a true report of the matter. 
a——Mr. Suentoan, as I have above ob 
served, did, in his opening speech, urge, as 
one reason why Volunteer Corps were preter- 
able to regular regiments, that the latter, as 
in the case of the French regular army, 
‘were more likely to be corrupted, and to 
turn their arms against the government 
that employed them. An insinuation so in- 
jurious to the British army (for when I say 
army, I mean the regulars on’y) could not 
possibly be passed over in silence by any 
officer of that army, particularly by the bo 
nourable Colonel, who, therefore, ealled the 
recollection of the House to the conduct of 
the army during the mutiny in the fleet, 
when the Jacobins, taking advantage of the 
time, sent a circular letter to every regi- 
ment, on one and the same day, informing 
the soldiers of each regiment respectively, 
that those of every other regiment had al- 
ready made a successful resistance to their 
officers. This temptation to mutiny, the 
Colonel observed, was resised by every 
corps in the service; the whole army re- 
mained faithful and obedient; to that fide 
Iity and that obedience, the kingdom owed 
its preservation from anarchy, devastation, 
and blood ; and, therefore, against this ar- 
my no suspicions ought to be thrown out, 
no impatation of being liable to be corrupt- 
ed, no charge of resembling any army by 
whom a sovereign had been deserted and 
bet -—This is the substance of what 





lonel Craufurd stated; and, I leave the 
reader to say, whether he herein asked for a 
vote of thanks to the regular regiments for 
their conduct during the mutiny in the 
Geet, and whether he appeared to regard 


COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 














{212 


the greatest merit of the army to consist in 
their not having merited an ignominious death! 
The Colonel might have remarked, as to the 
instance of the French, that it was the /- 
and mot the Regulars, amongst 


lunteers, 
whom the defection began. It was with 
the former, and not with the latter, that 
the disloyal, base, bloody, insolent, and 
cowardly Citizen Fayette, so often eulogiz- 
ed by Mr. Sheridan, hunted the Reyal Fa- 
mily from place to place, led them prisoners 
to their capital, and finally effected their 
rain together with that of the monarchy, 
—— As to the fatal effects, which this vote 
of thanks will prodece, I think they must 
be evident to every man. It does, as Mr. 
Windham observed, give a decided sanc- 
tion to a system of Volunteer Corps, and 
such a sanction must inevitably > nallify 
every provision that has been made, or that 
can, while this system exists, be made for 
the purpose of obtaining an efficient force 
of a magnitude equal to the exigencies of 
the case. ‘To say that Volunteer Corps are 
the “ natural force of the country,” and 
that such a force is most “ congenial to ih: 
restitution,” is mere prattle, What Is meant 
by “ the natural force of a country?” Ist 
natural for pampered and effeminate persons 
to take the field, while the robust and hardy 
are left at home in the barns or the work- 
shops ? And, where, I should like to know, 
has Mr. Stexipawn found a congeniality 
between a system of Volunteer Corps, and 
a constitution, which according to the very 
title of the last Defence Bill, fully autho- 
rizes his Majesty to compel every one of his 
subjects to come forth and fight in defence 
of the realm ?—This vote of thanks destroys 
all thoughts of raising any sort of force except 
Volunteer Corps; Volunteer Corps in the teeh- 
nical sense of the word. Well, then, what 
will these corps consist of, what are the 
intentions and what will be the conduct of 
the persons'of whom they are composed, and 
what will be their use, in case they.could be 
called into the field ?—The corps will consist 
chiefly of merchants, master manufacturers 
and mechanics, and their sons, in some cas¢s 
itheirclerks. The farmers and their sons are 
already, for the most part, swallowed up 10 
yeomanry cavalry; but, then, there are the 
master mechanics and their sons, together 
with the innumerable host of heroie shop- 
keepers, to which latter body Mr. Swext- 
DAN seems particularly anxious to make his 
court.—There is no one of these corps but 
will have a fancy uniform, a-snit of which 
will not cost, at the least farthing, less thao 
seven or eight pounds. _ This, were: there 
no other obstacle, would operate as an cf 
; ‘ teat (Sete Pe 
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fectuol bar to the enrollment of journcymen 
and dazhowrers, whose exclusion is, indeed, 
one of the principal objects with those who 
have formed themselves into Volunteer 
Corps, but on whose arms, I am fully con- 
vinced, this country must finally rely for its 
defence. The Jones and sinews of the 
country being thus, in a gieat degree, ex 
cluded, the same cause next extends itself 
to the vowth and the Aeal/th of the country. 
The classifcation of the General Defence 
Bill, defective as it was, would have 
brought forward, in the first refjuisition, no 
man above thirty years of age; but, the 
Volunteer Corps system admits men of all 
axes from seveniera to fifty-five inclusive. 
la a former paper, written upon this sub- 
ject, I staed my objections founded on the 
Cispa 
men, some of whom would be thirty and 
others ouly seventeen years of age, some 
married and others single, some having 


houses and trading establishments, and 
others having none. That this objection 


was by no means futile has, I believe, been 
allowed by every Member of Parliament ; 
aad, with how mech greater force does it 
apply to a body’of men including all ages 
up to fifty-five ?—The classification of the 
bill did, too, exclude persons having more 
than one child; but, the system naw adopt- 
ed makes no such exclusion: the more a 
man is loaded with cares, the more his heart 
Jeans towards home,. the stronger and more 
numerows are the ligatures which bind bim 
to a love of life, the more fit this system 
supposes him for chearfully marching ona 
distant and dangerous service !—But, are 
the persons composing the Volunteer Corps 
f repared so to march and so to adventure ? 
ls it with any such intention that they have 
corolled, or offered to enroll, themselves? 
Who that has observed the time of this en- 
rollment, and that considers the propensities 
of the persons enrolled, will venturé to an- 
swer these questions in the affirmative? 
The war has been declared nearly three 
months : the prospect of invasion was co- 
on wie that declaration; yet not one of 
ve <80,000 men, who are now said to have 
Tashed forward for the defence of their 
fountry, ever dreamt of making such a 
eh, till @ Jaw was passed for enforc- 
Pad * ics po agg and an immediate 
tions, Sade rape with very few excep- 
a vif rel ay years of age, Then, and 
ik, our ae We perceive that patriotic 
amet al © praises of which Mr. Sus- 
alert on 'o weedle the shop-keeping 
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enrolled themselves in Volunteer Corps, 
have so done from patriotic and gallant 
motives; far be it from me to affix such a 
stigma on my country as to suppose that 
280,000 of her sons have assumed the name 
of Volunteers merely as a screen from the 
dangers of actual service; but, when I re- 
flect on the propensities of the persons en- 
rolled, and on the time of enrollment, I 
must bid adieu to my senses before I can 
believe, that any very considerable portion 
of them have taken the military habit with 
an intention of leaving their homes, and of 
venturing their lives in the field of battle. 
The motives of this species of volunteer- 
g are, 1. to keep out of lory company. 
The merchant wishes to avoid the shopper, 
the shop-keeper to avoid the mechanic, and 
all of them to avoid the laboure# and the 
servant; and, asthe higher, or rather, the 
richer classes, can, by the means of regula- 
tions of expense, exclude those, with whom 
they dislike to associate, a subaltern aristo- 
cracy arises, an. aristocracy of wealt h, 2 
loathsome ulcer that seldom makes its ap- 
pearance till the body politic be already 
sinking under a complication of diseases.— 
2. To prevent journeymen, apprentices, labour- 
ers, and scrvants from being forced out to the 
drill, That the masters and their sons 
should step forward as volunteers, with no 
other view than that of saving their under- 
lings from bearing the vexation and fatigue 
of drilling, would, indeed, be rather won- 
derful, if, by so doing, they did not keep the 
said underlings at work. ‘Lhe fact 1s, that, 
if a master, who does little more than look 
about him during the day, can, by going to 
drill himself, keep his apprentice, or his ser- 
vant of any description, at home, his own 
time is very weil employed. If he be a man, 
who works himself, drill is a relaxation 
when compared to labour of any sort, and, 
as the relaxation must be enjoyed either by 
his apprentice, his journeyman, his servant, 
or himself, it is by no means dificult to di- 
vine the party to whom his sense of justice 
will direct him to allot it. 3, Another 
motive for volunteering, is, not an eager de- 
sire to fight the French, but a desire of 
quite a contrary nature; and, the ministers 
may be well assured, that, for the great num- 
ber of volunteers, who have already offered, 
they are cousiderably indebted to the no- 
tion, that volunteer-corps will never be 
marched out of their own districts, or, at 
qurst, never be put under martial law. 
Whether this latter be a false notion or not, 
I canuvt pretend to say; for the law has 
been so often altered and amended, that, at 
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this I do know, that, if it had been well un- 
derstood, amongst the persons, to whom the 
thanks of Parliament have been voted, that 
they would become liable to be tried by the 
mutiny act; that a court-martial of three 
subaltern officers would be able to sentence 
any one of them to receive a thousand 
Jashes; if this had been well understood, I 
am certain, that the number of persons to 
be thanked, would not have been very great. 
The truth is, I believe, that those who, 
since the passing of the General Defence 
Bill, have entered into volunteer-corps, think 
that their corps stand upon precisely the 
same footing as the volunteer-corps, whose 
services were accepted previous io that pe 
riod. if such be their notion, therefore, 
they are cruelly deceived, or the nature of 
their engagements is such as to render them 
perfectly useless in case of invasion; for, 
without being liable to be marched to any 
part of the kingdom, it is a thousand to 
one, that, in the hour of emergency, they 


' will not be found where they are wanted ; 


and, without being completely subject to 
martial law, there is no General in his 
senses, who would suffer them to come 
within half a dezen miles of his army. 
These are very important points to be elu- 
eidated: are the volunteer corps, whose ser- 
vices are now to be accepted, liable to be 
marched to any part of the kingdom? And 
are they, when called into actual service, to 
be subject to martial law? Jinmediate 
satisfaction ought to be given as to these two 
points. Nothing, as to the conditions, 
on which the men are {oa serve, ought to tee 
main for an hour longer misunderstoud, or 
not understood at all, in one of which cases 
the law now is, with respect even to the 
magistrates, Let it also be understood, 
whether or not, men, who have once en- 
ro'led themselves in a Volunteer Corps, can 
guit the said corps ; and, if they can, under 
what circumstances ; for, it would be per- 
fectly childish to place any reliance upon 
corps, the very existence af which depends 
upon the will of the persons composing them. 
Is there any provision to inswre the drilling 
of the Volunteer Corps? Are there any 
means devised to prevent sick, decrepid, 
feeble, or inflated men trom filling up those 
glorious muster-rolls, which are, it seems, 
to grace the Journals of the House af Com- 
mons? Is there any plan fixed upon for 
bringing out the several corps, anJ, for 


; | 
matching them, before an invasion takes 


place, twenty or thirty miles in a day, load-. 


ed with their arms, accoutrements, ammu- 


nitioo, and knapsack, for the purpose of 
trying their wind and strength? It may, 
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to some persons, appear rather rude to ask 
questions like these, as relating to corps, on 
whom the House of Commons have bestow- 
ed a reward far greater than that which 
they bestowed on the fleet of the Nile or the 
army of Egypt; but, to these Volunteer 
Corps we are now taught to look as to the 
last hope of our country; if, therefore, 
becomes us seriously to examine into the 
realsituation of these bulwarks ; for, in this, 
asin all other cases, nothing is so fatal as 
the deceiving of ourselves. An army of re- 
gulars must be met by an army of regulars, 
or the advantage is all on one side. 1 hope, 
that the regular army bas been considera- 
bly recruited since March last, and I trust, 
that great aid would, in case of necessity, 
be derived from the. militia ; from the corps 
now spoken of, if properly macaged, addi- 
tional assistance may be abtained ; but, un- 
lessthe regular army goes on increasing, | 
must confess, that my hopes diminish ; and, 
the great objection which I have to a system 
of Volunteer Corps, is, that it completely 
destroys the effect of that part of the Detence 
Bill, which, with a little alteration, might 
have became so admirably calculated for 
sending young men into the regular army, 
and for rendering us a military people. ——- 
There were several other interesting topics, 
which arose during the debate on the Vote 
of thanks. 1 will just mention them here ; 
postpouing, for want of room, a discussion 
of them ull my next. 1. The sort of force 
which Mr. Windham at first proposed in- 
stead of Volunteer corps; 2. ‘The maxims 
of passive obedience and of oblivion, recom- 
mended by Mr. Sheridan; 3. The defciency 
of arms, occasioned by a shameful neglect 
on the part of ministers; 4, The Charge 
against Mr. Windham of having caused 
the present war, by persuading Buonaparte 
that the ininisters were a low, pusillamimous, 
and selfish crew, who would submit to any 
thing rather than break the peace; 00 
which I cannot help making one observ3- 
tion; either it was desirable to keep peace, 
or it was not ; if it was, the ministers should 
have resigned their places to men, to whom 
Mr. Windham could not, or would not 
have imputed selfishness and pusillanimity ; 
if it was not desirable to keep peace, then 
Mr. Windhamis entitled to praise for having 
encouraged the enemy to pursue that line of 
conduct, by which it was finally bro- 
ken. ‘The position on which 1 am_here 
observing, was explicitly stated, both by 
Mr. Addington and Mr. Sheridan; and, 1 
does, Lthink, amount to an ample confcs- 
sion of that imbecility , of that want of po- 
litical character, which Mr, Windbam bes 
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always attributed to the ministers. What 
does it confess? why, that we owe the pre- 
sent war to the opinion which Buonaparté 
‘mbibed from the statements of Mr. Wind- 


ham; and that, asthe statements of the mi- . 


nisters were always in contradiction to those 
ot Mr. Windham, that gentleman, though 
ina minority cf {WEN Y- SIX, had, as to the 
creat question of peace or war, more influ- 
ence han the ministry with their majority of 
six hundred — A 5ih topic which I should 
have liked to dwell a little upon, was, that 
of peace. Mr. Sheridan, who as far as the 
opinions of the people are concerned, always 
endeavours to keep his dish even, having 
jeant a little to the side of war, thought it 
necessary to bring himself up cn that of 
peace. Heapproved the war-hke attitude 
of the country, because it was the only one 
which couid lead to peace; but, lest he 
should have gone rather too far on the peace 
side, he qual:fied his desire for that event, 
by declaring, that he himself weuld accuse, 
of hgh treason, any-minister who should 
enter into negotiations for peace, while. . . 
... - While what, think you? While 
any part of an invading French army re- 
mained on British ground!!! Qh! valiant 
gentleman! If this be his projet, what will 
be his ultimatum? Ah! Mx. SHeripan, 
Buoraparté will not believe you, I am 
afraid, so implicitly as he believed Mr. 
Windham. Low, cast-off English jests, 
though they set the stupid galleries in a roar, 
though they bring forth an evlogium from 
“the sitting part of Mr. Pitt,” cut but a 
poor figure im translation. It is there that 
speeches find their true valae, and accord- 
ingly, yours are seldom translated.—A 6th 
point, was the accusation brought against 
Mr. Windham for not having, during fis ad- 
mibistration, brought forward the measures 
of defence, which he now wishes to be 
adopted; and here I shall only remark, at 
present, that Mr. Sheridan and Lord 
Hawkesbury both declared, that the danger 
of the country, as to invasion, was 
greater in 1798, than it is at this moment ; 
yet Mr. Sheridan, who now calls for perfect 
stlence as to the conduct of minisiers, be- 
“use it is a crisis of so great peril, did, 
during 1798, during that time of greater 
in ae ne a loud and incessant of position, 
ta ws oie ee by all the Jacobins 
thar si we, . ord Hawkesbury stated, 
dan ihe © bes Dow More troops abroad 
a nad in 1798: she has, said he, 
e paces. in es another in Upper Italy, 
" North ad | witzerland, another io the 
or, 16 the secs te - ‘There he s:opped, 
Aer diversions of French force, 
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he might have added, the army in Holland ; 
which, though intended for the invasion of 
England, would have been cited with nearly 
as much propriety as the army which is em- 
ployed in completing the conquest of our 
Sovereign's hereditary dominions. Put there 
is much more to be said upon this topic an- 
other time. A 7th point was, the question 
put to Mr. Sheridan, by Mr. Francis, rela- 
tive to the Council of War, and also to the 
application of his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales. Mr. Francis said, that he was 
glad to hear Mr. Sheridan call upon the 
House to join him in a cordial approbation 
and support of Ministers, because it must 
be thence concluded, that they had givea 
him satisfaction on these two important 
subjects. Mr. Sheridan's reply was embar- 
rassed and evasive. Hesaid that, as tothe 
Council of War, though he had supported 
and yoted for the measure a few nighis be- 
fore, he had since heard from very high au- 
thority, reasons which had changed iis opt- 
nicn on the subject; and that, as to the 
application of his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, though bis respect and ve- 
neration for that illustrious personage were 
unalterable, yet, said he, “ I am not to be 
« told, that, unless the offer made by his 
“ Royal Highness shall be treated in a mair- 
“ ner satisfactory to my honourable friend 
« {Mr Francis}, 1 shall decline to support 
“ His Majesty's government on his trying 
** occaston!” This was a sad limping re- 
treat, and it fully confirmed what was be- 
fore suspected, that his Royal Highness had, 
in the zeal of Mr. Sheridan, been supp!anted 
by his more opulent rival, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer 1 cannot say that I am 
sorry for this: his Royal Highness will no 
longer he under the imputation of Mr. She- 
ridan’s being what he bas long affected to 
style himself, the Prince's Cabinet Counsel- 
for, av imputation on the effect of which 
't is not necessary .o dwell, The treatment, 
which bis Royal Highness bas received, ap- 
pears to have excited astonishment amongst 
all those, who are not acquainted with the 
cause of it, and indignation amongst those, 
who are acquainted with that cause. Yet 
Mr. Sheridan, who is trembling!ly alive to 
every word uttered aginst the ministry, 
who, upon the slightest insinuation against 
them, starts forth a volunteer, arnned cap-G- 
pie, can patiently put up with this outrages 
ous insult upoo the Heir Apparent to the 
throne. The manuer, in which his Royal 
H:ghnesses has Leen refused, is the most 
insulting that could possibly have been a- 
dopted. No direct refusal; noseasous why 
the offer is uot accepted; no a/ology of any 
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sort ; nothing but neglect, the most inso- 
lent of all possible modes of expressing con- 
tempt. That Mr. Addington made some 
sort of answer to his Royal Highness there 
can be no doubt: that answer might, too, 
be respectful enough; but, what does ihe 
nation and the world know of this?) They 
are acquainted with nothing busi the moriily- 
ing fact, that his Royal Highness made an 
earnest application to be employed io defence 
of his country and of the people who must 
one day be his subjects, and that Mr. 
Addington and Lord Hawkesbury refused 
to permit him so to do. Thus siands the 
fact, in the eyes of the world; and, if it so 
remains, what will not the malice of that 
world say of His Royal Highness? The 
question universally asked is, wha! can be 
the rEaSON of this refisa'? The answer va- 
sies according to the knowledge and dispo- 
sitions of the person answering; but, it is 
easy to imagine the end to which such an 
inquiry must frequently lead; and I scru- 
ple not to assert, that the ministers, by this 
act, have done a mischief, to the family of 
their Royal Master, greater even than that 
which their administration has produced in 
Hanover.—The 8th and last point, which 
it was my wish to investigate, was the 
charge preferred against Mr. Windham, of 
having endeavoured to procure unnecessary 
delay with respect to the measures required 
for the safety of Ireland. This charge, which 
had already been industriously circulated 
through the news papers, was, during the 
debate of the iOth, carefully revived by Mr. 
Archda!! and Mr. Sheridan; the Jatter of 
whom observed, that it was no wonder that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, who had re- 
quired twenty-four hours to determine whe- 
ther rebellion ought to be put a stop to in 
Treland, should require six hours debate be- 
fore he would consent to a vote of thanks to 
the Volunteers. As to the six hours de. 
bate Mr. Windham took up only about half 
an hour of it; and the allegation, with 
respect to his opinion relative to the address, 
jn answer to the Message was no better foun- 
ded. When the Message came before the 
House, he proposed, either to defer the con- 
sideration of it to the next day, according 
to the established usage of parliament, or to 
return an address, containing a general de- 
claration of the sentiments of the House, 
and, then, to bring ina bill, or bills, after 
the House should be in possession of some 
al information as to the state of Ireland. 
And, let me ask any man of sense, whether 
‘this mode of proceeding wonld not have 
‘Been the most proper. Mr. Windham had 
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beas Corpus Act, or to the introduction of 
Martial Law ; but, was he to give his con 

sent to these measures without possessing, as 
to the necessity of them, any other inform- 
ation than what had reached him. through 
the news-papers? If that were the case, 
his office, as a member of parliament, would 
be rather worse than ridiculous. ‘The pre- 
cedent of the Irish Parliament, on the 22d 


Ay.c 1 
ot N1LaYV, 1795, ¥ 


as cied; but there wasvery 
little analogy in the cases. ‘The Lord Lieu- 
tenant then stated to the House, * that the 
“ city, at the request of the magistrates, 
* had been put under military authority, by 
“ the 36th of His Majesty (irish Act Var!.) 
* Tntelligence had been received, that the 
“ disatfected had formed a pian tor attack- 
ing the capital ia the present month ; 
every military precaution had been taken, 
‘© and a full communication had been made 
“to the magistrates for the direction of 

their efforts.” Even in an exigency so 
pressing, Lord Castlereagh, who brought 
down the message, thought it necessary to 


niake a studied apology for the motioa 


¢ 


which he wnade for taking the message into 
consideration forthwith; and though it was 
well known to every member in the House, 
that. government had intellegence, that an 
attempt on Dublin was intended to be mads 
that very night, the only measure passed 
afterwards, during that evening, in conse- 
quence of the Message, was, a bill brought 
in by the Attorney General, not to introduce 
martial law, but to autbérize the Commission- 
ers of Oyer and Terminer to bold their sessions 
during the Term! How, then, let “me ask, 
can this be cited as precedent in potnt? Ub- 
serve, too, that even if a martial law bill 
had on that occasicn, been passed the same 
evening, it by no means follows, that sim'- 
lar haste ought to have been yielded to 1D 
the present instance; because, though no 
oficial information, as to the state of Ireland 
and its capital, accompanied the message 0! 
May, 1798, yet it will be readily allowed, 
that a parliament sitting in the menaced 
capital itself, and composed entirely of 
Lords and Commons, having daily commu- 
nication wiih every part of the country, 
must possess quite sufficient information, ov 
the subject, to render it proper for them !0 
proceed immediately to the passing or the 
rejecting of a martial law bill; whereas, the 
parliament at London, could know very 
little indeed of the state of Ireland; in fact, 
the members, generally speaking, could 
plead, as to the putting of that country 8) 
der martial law, no other justification thao 
what was to be found in the contradictory 
accounts, ciryalated through the diurnal 
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ints. The fallacy, with regard to the 
wish of Mr. Windham, consis:s in this: 
he has been said to have wished for delay in 
massing the law, whereas he wished only for the 
delay necessary to the receiving of informatren 
sufficient to justify bim in giving his conseni to 
such a aw; provided that information were 
given, he was ready tor pass the Jaw without 
a moment's delay. The part which Mr. 
Sheridan has acted, in prefering this charge 
sgainst Mr. Windham, is curious enough, 
particularly when compared with his con- 
duct in 1798. After the government of 
Treland had been obliged to adopt the 
measures, of which I have spoken above, 
the first proceeding, on Irish affairs, in the 
British Parliament, was a motion of Mr. 
SaeRiDAn's, made on the 14th of June, 
“POR ACOMMITTEE T9 INQUIRE INTO THE 
“ sTate OF IRELAND,” und tts, too while 
the rebellion was still raging in the South, 
and when, according to the then-recived 
intelligence, it had just begun to appear in 
Antrim and th: North! On the 18th of 
June, a message fromthe King was brought 
by Mr. Dundas, relative to the sending of a 
part of the English muitia to Ireland. It 
was taken into consideration the neat day, 
June 19th, and the original address was op- 
posed by Mr. Suertpan, in a speech of 
great violence, during which he accused the 
ministers of stripping England of its consti- 
tutional force, and leaving it naked to the 
bayonets of the reguiars.!—This, this is the 
Geutleman, who now accuses Mr. Wind- 
ham of clogging the wheels of government, 
and of endeavouring to obstruct the sup- 
pression of rebellion !—But, says Mr. She- 
ridan, the PRESENT is a crisis of great pe- 
mu; not only all party animosities should 
now be forgotten ; not nly should there be 
rs factions opposition to the ministers, but 
here should be, neither in nor out of parlia- 
ment, any censure qwbhatever passed upon any 
part of their conduct. And ali this, because 
DANGKIY ftteee carers IMMINENT 
We howd eau oe ie 11S Yeah ae 
17u8 ides Bo nat hits re was in 
last, the 18th caddie “he aid 3 “ened 
in the Honse af vit , he ne in his place 
‘ cretary at W; ommons : The late Se. 
ri War has maintained in the 
ae a Se. and on other occa- 
* a0 danmeeias prone B- by no means 
“ as at the present sp aah bi foe oe te 
“ ‘Noble Secret , : this assertion the 
 ewered;-ah ry of Staie bas so ably an- 
» that I think it onnecessary to sa 
“ h, but J insist that tbe eri/s dl 
Country in the year 1798 ¢ as 
" PERIOR Q8 were MUCH SU- 


“THOSE BY WHICH | 


AUGUST 13, 





comment. 





1803, .. [222 
« WE ARE NOW MENACEDI!!!11" 


This passage I take verbatim from the 
Morning Chronicle of the 1 bh instant, and 
I declare, that I myself heard Mr. Sueri- 
DAN utter the words. Such facts beggar all 
And now, Mr. Saeripan may, 
as Mr. Winpam suggested, go and make 
his bow to each of the Volunteer Corps. He 
may, too,sif be pleases, make them an of- 
fering of his consistency ; of his sagacity, or 
his eulogiam on the principles of Arthur 
O'Connor ; of his “ true English feeling,” or 
his exultation at the successes of France ; of 
his humanity, or his flatteries of Talien ; of 
his qwifttcisms, or of the newest edition of 
Joe Miller; of his * respect for the Minister,” 
or of the political © postilion” and the * sef- 
“ting part of Mr. Pitt;"* and, if they are 
not satisfied, even to sorfeiting, with all this, 
let him present then) with bis present abuse 
of Buonaparté, contrasted with his former 
bombastical praises of ‘* the il/ustrious bero of 
“ Marengo.”—I\t remains for me to say a few 
words as to the motives, in which I presume 
the vote of thanks originated... The reader 
will, doubtless, recollect, that, on the bill, 
which was brought in to amend the Gene- 
ral Defence Bill, Messrs. Pitt, Fox, and 
Windham, all expressed their opinion in fa- 
vour of a force different from Volunteer 
Corps, such as those that heretofore existed. 
This concurrence of opinion, upon a point 
of such great importance, together with a 
further concurrence in censuring the minis- 
ters for the general tardiness and inade- 
quacy of their measures, excited a suspicion 
in the mind of Mr. Sheridan, that there 
was about to take place in the great talents 
of the country, some such union as would 
completely ecilpse his feeble though spark- 
ling light. When once suspicion is awake, 
every trifling circumstance swells -into a 
monstrous bulk ; and accordingly, the de- 
bate and the division on the q: «tion of the 
Council of War, tended so strongly to con- 
firm the notion already conceived by Mr. She- 
ridan, that he instantly resolved to bring for- 
ward such a motion as would, in some sort, 
compel the House to put an indirect nega- 
tive on the joint opinions of Mess. Fox, Pitt, 
and Windham, and, as would, at the 
same time, give bim an opportunity, if Mr. 
Fox happened to be absent, of decrying 
every attempt to remove the ministers from 
their places.—That _ his standing object, po- 
pularity, was vot forgotten, it is reasonable 





* Both thes: appellations were given to Mr, 
Addington by Mr. Sheridan, in the speech which 
the latter made, in the House of Commons, om 
the 14tp of May, 1302. See Register, Vol, 11. p. 
1366, 
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to believe, and that he has views of emolu- 


ment is also very probable; but there were | 


other modes of keeping up his repvtation 
with the mauliitude, and he would hardly 


| 


think of sailing into office in the wake of | 


Mr.Tierney. The motive first stated may 
therefore be regarded as the principal one. 
His popularity and his interest were, pro- 
bably, not anconsidered : but his envy ; his 
dread of being over shadowed; his alarm at 
the prospect, or rather, at the possibility, 
of seeing a ministry who would contemn 


was what he could not bear the thought of, 
and, therefore, with the views above-stated, 
he brought forward the motion, by which I 
have been led into this long, and, 1 am afraid 
tiresome train of observations.— Here I should 
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sian ships in the Baltic their force is far too 
small to render them an object of serioys 
attention, on the one side or on the other,— 
Upon the whole, the dispositions of Russia 
may, we are now well satisfied, be looked 
upon as favourable to this country. 
InzELanpo.——On the 11th instant, the 
Honourable Mr. Hutcuinson, pursuant to 
a notice which he gave some days before, 
brought forward, in' the House of Commons, 
the following motion: “ That an humble 


| address be presenred to his Majesty, 
alike his enmity and his friendship; this | 


“ praying that his Majesty will be gra- 


|“ ciously pleased to give directions, that 


| 6€ 


dismiss the subject of Volunteer Corps, but, | 


from what I have heard, even since I sat 
down to write, I am led to express my 
earnest wish, that the ministers would in- 
stantly make the ¢erms and the nature of the 
service of the Volunteer Corps clearly un- 
derstood ; and, above all, 1 conjure them 
to leave no room for present doubts, and 
for future altercation, as to the grand ques- 
tion, whether these corps are, or are not, 
to be subject to martia/ law; for, there is 
nothing | should so much dread, because I 
au certain that nothing would be so likely 
to annihilate the government, as the leading 
of these men on under the notion of their 
being exempt from martial law, and finally 
compelling them, or attempting to compel 
them, tosubmit tothatlaw, ‘There is yet 
time; the corps are not yet embodied ; 
they will always be ready to abide by the 
engagemenis which they make; let them, 
therefore, be instantly apprized of the na- 
ture of those engagements; let notli'ng be 
disguised, nothing palliated; let them know 
the full extent of all they have to do and all 
they have to suffer; and, if possible, let 
them have a foretaste of their duties before 
their engagements are ratified. 
Russia.—In the last Register, p. 180, 
it was stated, that Russia had views upon 
Malta, and that Prince Czarrorisxy was 
devoted to France —From more recent 
and more authentic intelligence, this state- 
ment appears to be erroneous ; and, it is be- 
-Vieved, by these who are well acquairted 
- with that subject, that Count Avexanner 
— Worowzow is “en means an enemy of 
~ England. ct may be rded as 
* certain: Rossia does aot denionbed our 


_ blockade of the Elbe; and, as to the Rus- 


: He = 


aie 


‘‘ there be laid before this House such in- 
“ formation as has been received, respect- 
ing the late rebellious proceedings in Ire- 
land, and also respecting the present state 
of that part of the United Kingdom.’~ 
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| This motion gave rise to a long and inter- 
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esting debate. I: was introduced by an ex- 
cellent speech, on the part of the Henour- 
able mover, who was supported by Mr. Ei- 
liot, Mr. Windham, Dr. Lawrence, Lord 
Tempie, and Colonel Crawford, The mo- 
tion was opposed by Lord Hawkesbury, 
Lord Castlereagh, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and the Attorney-General, At- 
ter a reply from Mr. Hutchinson, the ques 
tion was put, and the motion negatived wit)- 
out a division.——It clearly appears, from 
what transpired in this debate, together with 
what has been corfmunicated through other 
channels, that the Irish government was 
completely surprised. 
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t> The Letter from Mr. Cossetr to Ma, Sxz- 
RipAN, which would have occupied two-thirds of 
the number, we have been compelled to leave out, 
or to exclude matter of a more pressing and moe 
important nature; but, the letter shall certat!y 
appear next week —lu the mean time, we think 
it necessary to acguaint our Correspondent V:- 
RAx, who has (from motives of friendship no 
doubt) transmitted us a long-list of anecdotes sc- 
specting Ma. Snguipan’s private character avd 
conduct, that he has mistaken the object of 0! 
inten’ed investigation, which will certainly be 
strictly confined tothe character and conduct o! 
Mr. Sueripan, considered 2s a public men, and 
even as a politician, for as to his plays, playc'’ 
aod play-houses, we ncither know, por care, 2! 
shall say, any thing. ft 

*,* Wethank “ Amertcanus” for pomtns 
out “ the infamous libel upon Mr. Cobbett, which 
appeared in the True Briton and the Sum ot Satut- 
day the 6th instant,” and he will, we ec, not 
be either surprised or di to hear, that, 19 
less than three hours after the libel was published, 
the Sheller, Mr. Hearor, received oe etl 
tisement, in the apartment where he * 
eated thetébel. * 





a See 





z 


> 


Cer: - by Cox and Baylis, No. 75, Great Queen Street, and 
a re *, Where former Numbers may bs had ; sold also by E. Harding, Crown end Mitrey 


publishes! by R. Bagshaw, . Bow Strecty 










CO) 


VoL. IV. 
“ When an 
© the brain 
“ happen 
* now (F. 
** gleleron, 
** empty sé 
* comma: 
* mainin; 
IN THC H 


295] — 


TO FR 


Sizn,—A 
of, the de 
House of 
will, [ ime 
part, net o 
some rema 
lead in cz 
my work, 
suaded, th 
should, on 
you. Ent 
the House 
proceed fu 
is not on 
House of 
as Commer 
have appe 
ing to be 
lications | 
contradicte 
the speech 
therefore, 
monstrate, 

The det 
It arose in 
op the Na 
a bill to ; 
and whick 
the better 
much as 
Country fr 
lunteer C, 
Which Is] 
to speak 
expressed 
ie and 

1 
" among 





